
MATLAB® Report Generator 3
Automatically generate documentation for MATLAB® applications and data

 

Key features
■	 Enables push-button documentation from MATLAB

■	 Documents MATLAB functions and scripts and their 	
outputs as they are executed

■	 Lets you create and distribute documentation templates

■	 Provides extensible components and style sheets

■	 Creates reports in multiple documentation formats, including 
HTML, PDF, RTF, Microsoft Word, and XML

■	 Enables conditional documentation generation via logical 	
template components, such as IF, THEN, ELSE, and WHILE

The MATLAB® Report Generator auto-
matically documents tasks that you perform 
in MATLAB®, such as analyzing and visu-
alizing data and developing algorithms. 
It enables you to run MATLAB code and 
capture the graphics and data as they are 
produced. You can use the prebuilt tem-
plates or create a template that incorporates 
your own styles and standards.

The MATLAB Report Generator facilitates 
information exchange and helps keep your 
documentation and specifications up to 
date with your workflow. You can also use 
it to create user manuals that accurately 
capture your application capabilities and 
specifications.

Working with the MATLAB Report 
Generator
You can control the MATLAB Report 
Generator through the Report Explorer 
graphical user interface (GUI) or from the 
MATLAB command line. You select what 
you want to document from MATLAB using 
a setup file, a template that lists in outline 
form all the components that will be included 
in your report. Each component specifies an 
action to be taken in the report, such as eval-
uating MATLAB code, creating a table of data 
variables, or capturing a figure window.

Running MATLAB Commands  
Within a Report
The MATLAB Report Generator enables 
you to evaluate MATLAB code and then 
capture and document the results. You can 
create and capture snapshots of plots and 
other graphics. You can also create tables of 
your variables or of object properties.

From the Report Explorer GUI, you can create and edit templates (left pane), 

view components and templates (center pane), and change the properties of 

the components or report (right pane).



Creating and Editing Setup Files and Style 
sheets in the Report Explorer
The MATLAB Report Generator lets you 
control the design, formatting, and presen-
tation of your documentation or reports 
by selecting from the many built-in setup 
files or creating your own. You can drag 
and drop components from the component 
list into your setup file, change the order of 
the components, and modify component 
attributes and formatting. The formatting 
is controlled via a style sheet. You can use 
several built-in style sheets for each docu-
ment type or create your own style sheet.  
You control page layout, font use, table 
display, header content, tables of contents, 
title presentation, and more. Setup files and 
style sheets can be reused and distributed.

Creating Custom Components
The Component Creator lets you write new 
or update existing custom components. 
The component API is fully documented, 
enabling complete control over run-time 
and edit-time behavior.

Generating Documents from Your Setup Files
Once you have selected a setup file, you can 
generate a report in the Report Explorer 
or from the MATLAB command line. You 
can generate reports in HTML, PDF, RTF, 
Microsoft Word, and XML formats.

Creating Conditional Reports
The logical and flow-control components 
in the MATLAB Report Generator let you 
create conditional reports based on the data 
generated during the report. For example, 
you can run a script to analyze your data 
and, if a threshold value is reached, docu-
ment the results. Alternatively, you can 
automatically run a new script for additional 
analysis and then capture the results.

Required Products 
MATLAB

Related Products 
Simulink® Report Generator. Automatically 
generate documentation for Simulink and 
Stateflow® models 

Platform and System Requirements
For platform and system requirements, visit 
www.mathworks.com/products/ML_ 
reportgenerator   ■ 
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To generate a report you select a new or existing setup file, add components to the 

setup file, edit component properties, select one of the available formats, and choose 

a style sheet. HTML RTF XML PDF DOC

Resources and Support

ONLINE USER COMMUNITY
www.mathworks.com/matlabcentral

�DEMOS
www.mathworks.com/demos

�THIRD-PARTY PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 
www.mathworks.com/connections

TECHNICAL SUPPORT
www.mathworks.com/support

�TRAINING SERVICES 
www.mathworks.com/training 

�CONSULTING SERVICES
www.mathworks.com/consulting 

MATHWORKS ACCOUNT
www.mathworks.com/accesslogin/

MATHWORKS OFFICES
US & Canada	 +1-508-647-7000	  
Australia	 +61 28669 4700 
Benelux	 +31 (0) 182-696-700 
France	 +33 (0) 1-41-14-67-14 
Germany	 +49 (0) 241-470-750 
Italy	 +39 (011) 2274-700 
Korea	 +82 (0) 2-6006-5114 
Spain	 +34 91-799-1880 
Sweden	 +46 (8) 505-317-00 
Switzerland	 +41 (0) 31-950-60-20 
UK	 +44 (0)1223 226 700

For more information on MathWorks products  
and services: www.mathworks.com


